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Virtue Signalling
Introduction.
Virtue signaling is very important in helping us understand the various forms of
behaviour that we can identify from the people that surround us. Today, virtue signaling is
common among various politicians and subjects that hold equitable roles in the society such as
activists. The politicians usually exploit virtual signaling in order to achieve various political
ambitions that they have. The contextual component of this paper is based on the relevant social,
economic, and political conditions locally, nationally or globally that are influencing and shaping
virtue signaling in the field of politics. The paper also gives a general overview of virtue
signaling, background and current information on the issue, the social-political context and the
conditions that influence the people involved so as to give a clear overview of what virtue
signaling entails.
General Overview of Virtue Signalling.
This section is aimed at developing a clear understanding of the broader environment or
context within which the topic that is discussed is based. The following paper raises views on
virtue signaling with regard to political activities that take place in the country. The paper
considers various acts that are the politicians engage in in order to ensure that they win the
support of the people. Virtue signaling is expected from every individual that engages in political
activities. However, not every citizen rational enough to understand the motives that are behind
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anything that is voiced by politicians. Part of the activities that are discussed is the tendency of
the politicians to develop strong political slogans that do not yield to anything in the end.
The following paper gives an entirely different perception of what virtue signaling really
entails that is completely different from the usual expression of moral values in the public.
Normally, people may say things in the public just in order to paint a good picture in the eyes of
the public about their reputation. However, virtue profiling is not just about creating a good
impression but it has a psychological aspect that is exploited by the politicians (Génard et al).
The signaling part of this phrase clearly shows that there is an intention for an individual to gain
attention. The question that arise is why this attention is required. For politicians, this attention is
very important since it gives them a clear window to manipulate the voters. Therefore, the
following paper will examine the political aspect of virtue signaling where the main aim is to
discuss the relevant social, political and economic conditions that are influencing virtue
signaling.
Background Information.
Going deeper into the origin of this term, the phrase Virtue signaling was coined by
James Bartholomew who is a British author. The description given identified the phrase as
various acts that are engaged by individuals so as to depict themselves as being virtuous.
However, taking a closer look at the definition and nature of the term, it is clear that the
individuals trying to depict themselves as vitreous have other motives. The author also
emphasized this fact by terming this behaviour as subtle implying that the practice is not genuine
but a clever way to achieve other motives that are selfish.
However, based on the information that has been raised on this subject, it clear that it
does not involve any form of action. It only involves utterances that are aimed at attaining a
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certain motive that may be hidden. Virtue signaling does not involve any sacrifice at all which is
the reason why the behaviour is common among various politicians in the campaign trail. Virtue
signaling in politics is a form of groupthink where the voters or the supporters have to go with
what their candidate says. Regardless of the validity of the promises and the statement that the
politicians make, the people still support them and embrace the slogans that are used by the
politicians for manipulation (Tucker).
Current and Ongoing information.
The previous section has examined the background information on virtue signaling. It is
clear that the term owes its origin to the various activities that the politicians have engaged in
overtime. Currently, the situation is not different. The influence of virtue signaling has become
great where the politicians are able to influence and manipulate the voters just with the words of
their mouth. The argument that is raised by various authors is that virtue profiling is common
since it cheap and it does not involve any form of sacrifice. In addition, the practice is also
common in the political world since the leaders are not held accountable for the promises they
make and the remarks that they make in the public. This situation is different in the business
world where the performance of the employees is evaluated. To the politicians, the outcome does
not matter as long as they get whatever they are after (Harkin).
Currently, Donald Trump is a good example of what virtue signaling entails and its
consequences to the people. Most Americans would wonder what happened to slogans like make
‘America great again.’ Another similar example is the ‘yes we can’ slogan that was used by the
former president (Privacy International). These slogans do not involve any form of sacrifice and
if one was to go into the details, there were no concrete ideas that were tied to the slogans. The
slogans show the current situation where the politicians make use of virtue signaling to
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manipulate the people and to win their support. There is no doubt that this trend will continue
since people always tend to fall for such tricks. Therefore it is clear that in relation to politics,
virtue signaling is just a form of a game that is played by the politicians to win the support of the
people.
Social-Political Context.
There is no doubt that virtue signaling is social-political in nature. In order for this
practice to succeed, one end there exists the interests of the politicians and on the other, there
exists the attitude of the people that are influenced by what the politicians say or do. Virtual
signaling with regard to this discussion is explained as the practice where the politicians make
utterances that are aimed at making them look virtuous. Since the people lack the ability to fully
judge a candidate and to make decisions that are fully informed, they tend to fall for these tricks.
For instance, when Trumps promised Americans that he would make them great, most people
were carried away by these promises without considering their feasibility.
The political aspect is obvious since the politicians have political motives which are to
get into office which can only be fulfilled with the help of the people. Therefore by making
promises that appear to be true, the politicians are able to influence the attitudes that the people
have which lobby their support. Therefore, virtue signaling is social-political since it involves
both the social and the political aspect. Having looked at the social-political context of virtual
signaling and information of what virtue signaling entails, the next part will focus on the
conditions that influence virtue signaling in politics.
The Relevant Social, Economic, and Political Conditions That are Influencing Virtue
Signaling in Politics.
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The people that make use of virtue signaling mostly in politics do not just succeed in
making use of this practice. There are various factors that come into play so as to make virtue
signaling happen and to also making the practice a success. These factors may be social,
economic or political. Due to these factors, virtual signaling has become a clear practice in the
political arena locally, nationally and globally. The following next part will discuss these factors
and the influence that they have on virtual signaling in politics.
The Influence of Political Factors.
The political factors are one of the main players that influence virtue signaling. In
politics, one cannot succeed without the support of the people. One has to convince the voters
that they are the right candidate for a given position. In order to achieve these goals, politicians
must come up with strategies that will help them win the support of the people. However, these
strategies must be smart and they must also work in the end. This may be one of the reasons why
politicians use virtue signaling. In a way, their main goal is to show the public that they are the
right candidate and that in their mind they have the right intention for the people. However, to
the politicians, it does not matter whether they are lying or telling the truth. All that matters is
that they are going to gain the support of the voters even if they have to manipulate them
(Harkin).
The other argument is based on the fact that this strategy is the easiest for implementation
within a short period of time. One fact is that campaigns usually run for a very short period of
time. The situation can be challenging if the individual does not hold any office at the moment
since one may lack concrete terms which can work in their favor in convincing the voters. On the
other hand, it is very easy to make use of virtue signaling. All one has to do it to come up with
slogans that give the people a promise that is appealing. For instance, one can promise them
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change or success. With such strategies, campaigning becomes easy since one has goals that they
can use to convince the people that they are the right candidate for a certain post.
The other factor is that in politics, no one will follow an individual to find out whether
they delivered on the promises that they made. Therefore, based on this fact, the politicians are
not limited to the nature of utterances that they make in public. Every politician has a number of
promises that they give to their people during the campaigns. No one cares whether these
promises are true or whether the politicians will deliver at the end of the day. For this reason, one
can easily identify slogans similar to the ones that were developed by Donald Trump about
making America great (Privacy International). However, in all cases, it is clear that no one cares
about how the goals will be met and whether they are achieved in the end. For instance, most
politicians will promise the voters an increase in job opportunities. However, no one cares about
how these jobs will be created and whether the goal is met. Therefore, due to this fact, virtual
signaling becomes a common practice in the political arena.
The other argument is that virtual signaling is cheap where the people with political
interests do not have to make any sacrifice. Virtual signaling is not coupled with any actions.
Therefore, there is no cost that is foregone or incurred. In the end, the politicians are able to
lobby for the support of the voters which may easily land them in office. It is easy for any
politicians to come up with a number of promises or to make remarks that depict him as the right
candidate. Only one requirement is needed which is a platform where the individual can reach
out to the people. Today, technology has paved the way for several platforms that can be used by
politicians. Therefore based on this fact, virtue signaling is a common practice for politicians in
the current era (Tucker).
The Influence of Social Factors.
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In the previous sections, it was clear that virtue signaling is social-political in nature.
There are several social factors that influence virtue profiling with regard to politics. One is the
attitude that people have to various aspects in the society that offer relief such as success and
prosperity. It is the desire of any citizen to live a life that is free from suffering. Therefore, when
an individual makes promises to the people regarding any of these things, there is no doubt that
the people will support them. However, this support is driven by the anticipation to acquire the
things that are promised. The people do not make this decision blindly since if the politicians
really meant what they said, it would be very easy to acquire some of these things that are
promised.
The other social factor that influences virtual signaling in politics is based on the fact that
people have various things that they expect from their leaders. People are usually elected into
office to serve the people and they should deliver a number of things during their tenure.
However, most politicians are aware of this fact and in order to gain the support of the people,
they pretend that they are interested in helping the people. What they do is that they come up
with goals that are in line with the expectation of the voters. This way they can easily deceive the
voters that their main intention is to improve their lives where the intention is not served but to
serve their own interests and motives (Génard et al).
The other social aspect is in some cases the voters are not influenced by the ideologies
that the politicians have but how their thinking and the opinions of the candidates rhyme with
that of theirs. For instance, most of the people in American support the war on terrorism. Some
of the practices that are used in making the war against terrorism a success involve the
discrimination of the Muslims and the Arabs. Based on the harm that terrorism has caused the
country in the past, most citizens will support a candidate that have the same opinion on
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terrorism. On realizing this fact, most politicians see this as an opportunity where the make
statements and promises that are in line with some of these measures. Therefore, the voters can
easily be deceived by such a candidate.
The other social factor that influences virtual signaling in politics is that in most cases the
people tend to support one of their own and the candidate that they identify with. For instance, in
the U.S the blacks actually voted for Obama just because he was one of them. In several
countries around the world, people usually go for the politician who they can identify themselves
with. For this reason, it becomes easy for people to become victims of virtual signaling. As a
candidate, it is easy for one to make statements that affiliate him to a certain group or class of
people in order to gain their support. In such a circumstance, the voters cannot get to identify the
intentions that this particular candidate has in mind. This way, the people end up as victims of
virtual signaling which is contributed by the tendency to support one of their own (Ross).
The influence of Economic Factors.
The economic factors have also had their share in contributing to virtual profiling. One is
that the goal of any administration is to meet various macro-economic objectives such as
economic growth and stability, economic development, employment and price stability among
others. When one is eyeing any public post, they must have this goal in mind. However, this goal
can also be used in the wrong where the politicians may use them to gain the support of the
people. For instance, politicians can promise that they are going to offer more jobs for people.
The people can fall for such promises since they seem appealing where they end up becoming
victims of virtual profiling.
The other economic factor that may influence virtual profiling is in some cases, the
leaders that initially held a certain office may fail to meet the economic objectives that the people

LASIT NAME 9
desired. In such a circumstance, in the next campaigns, this may act a selling point for the
candidates that are interested in that post. Therefore, a politician may come in the name of
restoring order and improving the current state of the economy. Such a politician capitalizes on
the failure of the previous administration and makes a promise of change to the people. Most
people will probably go for this candidate due to the promise of change and restoration.
However, this candidate may have entirely different motives at the back of their minds. In such a
circumstance the people usually become victims of virtual signaling (Ross).
The last economic factor that may influence virtual profiling is based on the fact that
people usually having various needs are necessary to their sustenance. Such needs include; health
care, education, security, and food among others. Some of the politicians may come in the name
of these needs. For instance, a candidate will make a promise of improved border security and
since the people value security. They will tend to go for this candidate. On the other hand,
another candidate may promise people that are stricken with hunger food security once they elect
him. All these promises may be empty or valid based on what the individual plans to do once
they get in office. However, in most cases, the promises are usually empty since they are driven
by the intention to get to office. This way, people end up becoming victims of virtual profiling
due to their economic needs.

Conclusion.
In conclusion, based on this paper one clearly understands the political aspect of virtual
profiling. It is clear that in modern politics, virtual profiling has become a common practice
among politicians whose only intentions are to acquire leadership positions. In the end, it is clear
that little is done of the promises that were initially made by the politicians. However, from the
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paper, it is clear that virtual profiling is influenced by several factors which may be economic,
social or political in nature. One thing that is evident is that in such situations involving virtual
profiling, the politicians are well aware of what they are interested in acquiring through the
leadership positions. Therefore, based on this fact, the voters should be careful when selecting
leaders where they should not only consider the ideologies but also the feasibility of the promises
that are made.
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